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Ability vs. Achievement

We often think performance is the same
as ability and vice versa.

Ability data provides educators a fresh and meaningful way to 
understand each student’s potential for learning and to easily 

differentiate instruction based on individual strengths.
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Ability vs. Achievement

Ability
• Influenced by all learning opportunities
• Requires novel problem solving and 

reasoning processes

Achievement
• Influenced more by formal education
• Requires well-practiced skills and 

crystallized knowledge
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