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Before we move into our overall agenda, I want to talk briefly about our spectrum of 
ACT assessments to provide you some context within which PreACT and PreACT 8/9 
fit.  
We at ACT often talk about our system of connected, comprehensive and consistent 
assessments.  And, for those of you who use our assessments—ACT Aspire, PreACT, 
8/9 or DT, you understand why.  This graphic demonstrates that connectivity.  As 
many of you know, ACT Aspire is a comprehensive assessment system that starts at 
grade 3 and goes through Early HS.  This assessment allows educators to begin 
monitoring student achievement early on to understand how students are 
progressing toward college readiness.  You will note on the spectrum that PreACT and 
8/9 continue that connectivity which ultimately allows practice for the ACT as well as 
provides predictions toward the ACT, which, as you know, is our capstone 
assessment.  It’s also important to note that not only do ACT’s assessments prepare 
student for college, but also the workforce.  Our WorkKeys assessment, often 
administered in grade12, allows students to gain a National Career Readiness 
Certificate (NCRC) demonstrating their proficiency in skills required for the workplace.   
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Helping you achieve success

Questions for Reflection

• Would you like an early predictor of 
ACT performance and a predictor of 
college and career readiness and 
know if your students are on track to 
meet the ACT college and career 
readiness benchmarks as early as 
8th grade?

• Would you like to help teachers know 
exactly what test items students 
answered incorrectly so they can 
revise teaching strategies and 
provide interventions at the student 
and classroom level?

• Would you like to have data that 
define learning gaps for individual 
students and classrooms and 
reports that can provide individual 
student interventions as well as 
instructional and curriculum 
improvement tools?

• Would you like a built-in career 
exploration tool that can help 
facilitate conversations about 
careers, majors, and postsecondary 
plans as early as 8th grade?

• Would you like to start building a 
college-going culture for all 
students as early as 8th grade?

At ACT, we like to start and end our webinars with some questions for reflection, so 
that we know what questions we want to answer today and where we are headed in 
terms of the information we’ll share today.  Many of you probably already know what 
a great practice PreACT is for the ACT.  But it’s so much more than that.

1. So in the webinar today I’ll talk about how PreACT is an early predictor for how a 
student will perform on the ACT—and where they are on the path to ACT 
benchmark attainment and college and career readiness, as opposed to basic 
skills mastery.  

2. I’ll talk about the data you get back from PreACT testing, because data is the real 
gold with any assessment, and if you’re not using the data you receive, or don’t 
get the right kind of data from your assessment plan, then you’re not getting the 
full value .  The value of any good assessment is in the data you get back from it, 
and that data needs to be easy to interpret and actionable.

3. With PreACT you keep the test booklets so students AND teachers can see exactly 
which test items students answered correctly or incorrectly.  That allows you to 
improve teaching and fill any learning gaps and revise teaching strategies for 
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individual students, or even entire grade levels. We recommend passing the test 
booklets back out to students when the score reports come back and going 
through each section of the test with the students so they can see where they did 
well and where they need some improvement.  So they review the math section 
in their math classes (as an example) and the teachers make this a learning 
activity and stop and review where larger numbers of students had trouble or got 
tripped up.

4. What if you also had a career exploration tool to help students start thinking 
about majors and careers as early as 8th grade, and CLICK  could help build a 
college-going culture early so counselors, and parents as well, could talk to 
students about their selections and help them plan their course schedule based 
on their educational goals, or bring in professionals to talk to their classes about 
STEM careers or accounting based on the majority of student interest.

These are all features and benefits of the PreACT and I’ll dig a little deeper into all of 
these as we go along.
Click to next slide. 
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Monitor and Support Progress Toward 
College Readiness
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It all starts with our research-based standards…ACT’s College and Career 
Readiness Standards serve as the backbone of all of ACT’s assessments.  The 
standards measured are grouped in Reporting Categories that show up in all the 
reports that are produced when students take ACT Aspire, PreACT, 8/9 and the 
ACT—another example of the consistency and connectivity of our assessments.   

ACT’s College and Career Readiness Standards are available at www.act.org.  I like to say 
they that because they are made available to educators and are measured and reported 
by the assessments that they are… “there for the mastering.”   These standards are laid 
out as a progression of learning and the PreACT 8/9 and PreACT parallel that progression 
of learning.

ACT College & Career Readiness Standards –
there for the mastering!



The ACT testing system measures a continuum of knowledge, processes and skills that 
research has shown important for college and career readiness.  ACT has made tools 
available to school districts to support local curriculum work and aid data interpretation. 
One key tool to take advantage of are the Curriculum Review Worksheets. Most 
common use has been in high school settings. However, these are great tools for all 
grades K-12 in instructional conversations and will help educators to crosswalk standards 
sets and to prioritize the standards as those we teach for mastery, proficient and those 
we cover to make the learning a solid experience. Where do these standards fit within 
your local curriculum priorities?  Are you teaching these to all students for mastery?  
Where do these standards fall in current instructional materials/opportunities – and are 
they being taught/retaught for mastery?

Curriculum Review 
Worksheets
(download at act.org/standards)

Creating a pathway of 
knowledge and skills to master 
for college and career readiness.

Inform Grade 
level/course “Mastery” 
Targets
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Benchmarks

Subject ACT Score First Year College Course

English 18 English Composition

Math 22 College Algebra

Reading 22 Social Sciences

Science 23 Biology

ELA 20 English Composition and Social Sciences

STEM 26
Calculus, Chemistry, Biology, Physics, and 
Engineering

Minimum ACT scores required for high probability of success 

(75%C↑; 50%B↑) in first-year, credit-bearing college courses 

• College and Career 
Readiness Standards = 
skills and knowledge 

• College Readiness 
Benchmarks = level of 
skills and knowledge for 
college success

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks
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PreACT (grade 10) PreACT 8/9

▪ 10th grade multiple-choice paper 
assessment 

▪ Shorter in length than the ACT 

▪ Flexible test administration dates 
(September 1-June 1)

▪ Predicts performance on the ACT

▪ Rapid reporting means earlier and more 
effective intervention and planning

▪ Provides an Indicator of Progress 
toward Career Readiness

▪ $14/Scored Assessment—bundled 
pricing available with District Testing

▪ A grade 8/9 test aligned to the PreACT
and ACT tests

▪ Multiple-choice paper assessment
▪ Flexible test administration dates 

(September 1-June 1) 

▪ Monitors progress toward college and 
career readiness

▪ Predicts performance on the PreACT
and the ACT

▪ Provides an Indicator of Progress 
toward Career Readiness

▪ $14/Scored Assessment—bundled 
pricing available with District Testing
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Test Times & Item Counts
The PreACT and PreACT 8/9 test times—2 hours and 10 minutes

i

Reading
30 minutes

25 items

Math
40 minutes

40 items

English
30 minutes

45 items

Science
30 minutes

25 items
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Students 
NEEDING 
Additional
Supports

PreACT

Regularly Accommodated Students

• Additional time on test (not to exceed time-and-a-half)

• Testing in a non-distraction environment (i.e. in a separate room)

• Reader Script or Audio

• Braille or large print

EL Specific

• Use of an approved word-to-word bilingual dictionary (containing 
no word definitions)

• Test instruction provided in the student’s native language 
(including Spanish and a limited number of other languages 
initially)

11

Test Administrators are able to provide PreACT EL supports at their discretion. ACT 
will not review/approve PreACT supports as is done for the ACT test.
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Key Benefits to Students and Parents

▪ Offers early practice for taking the ACT test and understanding potential          
performance on the ACT

▪ Provides PreACT score and predicted ACT score ranges on the ACT 1–36        
scale

▪ Through the Interest Inventory, helps students and parents understand if 
students’ interests and career goals are aligned with their academic 
performance

▪ Highlights strengths and weaknesses as well as specific areas of need for 
academic intervention

▪ Informs conversations about academics, interests, and college and career 
choices 

▪ Provides the opportunity for students to opt-in to share their information with 
colleges and scholarship agencies 
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Key Benefits to Educators

▪ Offers a flexible administration (Sept 1–June1)

▪ Provides a snapshot of how students are performing across 
academic standards

▪ Through the reporting categories, highlights insights that 
inform educator intervention

▪ Enables counselors to have informed conversations with students 
about their academics, interests, and college and career 
choices

▪ Accommodates quick access to individual student data and 
patterns of performance 
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PreACT and PreACT 8/9 Report Package

 PreACT @10 = 1 – 35 scale
 PreACT 8/9 =  1 – 30 scale

 Predicted ACT score for composite and subject 
tests on ACT 1-36 scale

 PreACT reporting category scores

Student’s college and career planning results, 
including their results on Interest-Career Fit
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STEM and text complexity scores+

Student level item response with correct answers 
– keep student booklets every time to use for 
instructional and interpretation activities
Schools receive a comprehensive Report Package 
that includes:
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PreACT Student Report Insights Composite Scores

Composite scores and subject test scores tell 
you and your students which subjects need 
more focus before graduation.

Predicted ACT Scores

PreACT scores can be used to predict how well 
students are likely to perform on the ACT test. 
These can help determine if there are subject 
areas requiring more focus to improve skills 
and scores.  

Detailed Results

This score shows the percent and number of 
points earned out of the total number of points 
possible on the skills tested within each subject.  

Course Plans
Compares student academic plans with the recommended 
minimum set of college preparatory courses.
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ACT Student Report PreACT & 8/9 Student Report
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College and Career Readiness Standards

How can your schools use this information? 
• Use the College Readiness Standards in YOUR class to increase the level of 

rigor at which students are required to perform 
• Identify students within each score range 
• Use data to move students to the next score range

The intersection of scores and skills is a key differentiator for the PreACT 8/9, the 
PreACT – and the ACT. As I mentioned before, the ACT testing system measures a 
continuum of knowledge, processes and skills that research has shown important for 
college and career readiness. Though a student obtains a single score for a 
tested area on the ACT, PreACT and PreACT 8/9, the score can be placed in 
context to the overall learning progression.  In this way individual student’s or 
group performance can be mapped out as to where they fall in the score 
ranges.  Understanding student performance in this way can impact future 
instruction. 
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Keep the Booklets!

Students: Item Responses 
and How to Make Progress

Students receive an item analysis report. Here they can 
view each question, know the correct answer, and identify 
which items they answered incorrectly. The report also 
gives them ideas for progress to improve scores.

Educators: Item 
Response Summary
Identify how your students answered each item: 
right, wrong, or did not answer

Educators: Which specific areas can my 
students improve?
Based on certain items, understand the content areas where you can improve 
curriculum before the ACT test to boost students’ college readiness
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The PreACT provides insights  
to inform decisions…
classroom instruction, 

remediation, curriculum gaps, 
course taking, or dual credit 

placement… and more .
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Building the Bridge to 
Postsecondary Plans 

AND MORE… there is even more power in the PreACT assessments.  The PreACT 8/9 
and the PreACT have college and career planning tools that identify personal 
strengths and interests related to careers and recommend majors that might be a 
great fit, which can make the idea of college more real for a student. These career 
and navigation tools create a platform for counseling and fostering a college going 
culture.
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Early Intervention Reports

The PreACT tests are unique in the information they provide to support educators in 
supporting students college and career navigation – and they offer tremendous 
insights into student intervention needs.  The PreACT Intervention Reports will help 
you  help students to stack up their preparation with their aspirations. As a part of 
the PreACT 8/9 and PreACT Educator Reports, Early Intervention Rosters are provided 
to support the identification of, so you can screen for, students who may need 
intervention in order for them to reach their academic AND CAREER goals. 

Here is an example of one of the PreACT Intervention reports. With this report, you 
can screen for incongruencies between a student’s PreACT scores, their current plan 
with regard to college, and whether their planned high school course work is aligned 
with their educational plans and needs. 
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With the PreACT, you get a lot of critical information early about your students – early 
enough that you can help change course when needed. 

With this report, you get early identification of students who’s current educational 
plan is that they DO NOT plan to finish high school or that they HAVE NO post-high 
school educational plans.  Then by considering that student’s PreACT test score and 
planned high school course work, you have information that empowers your 
discussions with the student and their family around their aspirations and their career 
and academic plan.  
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With this report you can see which of your students indicated they had a need for 
assistance in one or more areas.  Additional insight is added by seeing the PreACT 
composite and subject area scores relative to the student’s stated area of need.  
Based on this sample, study skill development seems to be a pervasive need.  My 
question would be, is this a good piece of data to lead to a school improvement goal?  

Also, if you look at student 06 – he/she is indicating a need for lots of help.  This is a 
“red flag” that may be indicative of many things, but having this information allows 
for  a place to start the conversation and determine how to move to individual 
student support. 
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Education and Career Journey: Connecting Interests, Achievement, 
and Career Aspirations 

Use this non-cognitive 
information to start 
conversations 
with students about 
future careers and 
interests – and what 
needs to be in a 
student’s plan to get 
there.

People tend to gravitate toward occupations that align with their personal interests 
and characteristics.  Extensive evidence indicates that career-interest fit is related to 
performance, persistence and satisfaction in one’s work – and the pathway of 
education and training needed to get there.

The report provided to students to inform the educational and career exploration 
process is the Your Education and Career Journey report.  This section helps students 
identify their career-related interests as mapped on a Career Map outlining major 
career categories.  The shaded region shows the kind of work tasks a student prefers 
and the career areas they may like.  Additional support for career planning is found at 
www.act.org/college planning – the url is right on the report.

One feature that is not found in other college and career planning tools is the 
whether a student is “on track” to the career area they think they would like best.  
ACT reports the “profile for success range” – so range of ACT scores that are typical of 
successful college students (3.0 GPA or higher) in the major/program of study for that 
career area.  This is important information for students so they understand where 
they are  and can be supported in their pathway for preparation for obtaining their 
career goals.
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With a student’s current interest, 
what is the fit to the career area 
chosen?

Use this information to start conversations about:

- Why do they want to be in this career? 

- What are the jobs that fall within this        
career?

- What important elements will need 
navigation between now and 
obtaining this career?

The Interest – Career Fit report provides a source of information that can expand a 
student’s self-knowledge NOW in order to promote good-fit career decisions in the 
future.  This information is coming early in a students formal planning and so it is 
intended to help them reflect and project in order to navigate forward with their 
determining a career area of focus.
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Go to:  https://success.act.org

Use the search tool –
PreACT Report Counseling Guide

I am excited to share a tool that will help you put your PreACT results to work in your 
school.  This tool will help you build your programming and strategies related to the 
one side of the PreACT coin – which is building academic achievement, but ALSO, for 
the other side of the coin - in support of college and career readiness via the 
navigation and intervention tools that are part of the PreACT.
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Research and Resources
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Findings:
• Improvement in ACT test scores
• Higher fit between interests and their 

planned majors
• Students were more likely to send their 

ACT scores to colleges

http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/pdfs/R1724-pre-act-efficacy-2018-10.pdf
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Findings:
• Improvement in ACT test scores
• Score gains increased with rigor of 

high school coursework
• The differences in average gains 

across socioeconomic and 
racial/ethnic groups are small 

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/R1857-PreACT-2020-graduates-2020-11.pdf
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ACT Knowledge Hub
https://success.act.org/s/
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Order PreACT and PreACT 8/9:   www.act.org/preact
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Questions for Reflection

• Would you like an early predictor of 
ACT performance and a predictor of 
college and career readiness and 
know if your students are on track to 
meet the ACT college and career 
readiness benchmarks as early as 
8th grade?

• Would you like to help teachers know 
exactly what test items students 
answered incorrectly so they can 
revise teaching strategies and 
provide interventions at the student 
and classroom level?

• Would you like to have data that 
define learning gaps for individual 
students and classrooms and 
reports that can provide individual 
student interventions as well as 
instructional and curriculum 
improvement tools?

• Would you like a built-in career 
exploration tool that can help 
facilitate conversations about 
careers, majors, and postsecondary 
plans as early as 8th grade?

• Would you like to start building a 
college-going culture for all 
students as early as 8th grade?

We like to start and end our webinars with some questions for reflection, so that we 
know what questions we want to answer today and where we are headed in terms of 
the information we’ll share today.  Many of you probably already know what a great 
practice PreACT is for the ACT.  But it’s so much more than that.

1. So we’ll talk about how PreACT is an early predictor for how a student will 
perform on the ACT—and where they are on the path to ACT benchmark 
attainment and college and career readiness, as opposed to basic skills mastery.  

2. We have to talk about the data you get back from PreACT testing, because data is 
the real gold with any assessment, and if you’re not using the data you receive, or 
don’t get the right kind of data from your assessment plan, then you’re not 
getting the full value .  The value of any good assessment is in the data you get 
back from it, and we also believe it needs to be easy to interpret and actionable.

3. With PreACT you keep the test booklets so students AND teachers can see exactly 
which test items students answered correctly or incorrectly.  That allows you to 
improve teaching and fill any learning gaps and revise teaching strategies for 
individual students, or even entire grade levels. We recommend passing the test 
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booklets back out to students when the score reports come back and going 
through each section of the test with the students so they can see where they did 
well and where they need some improvement.  So they review the math section 
in their math classes (as an example) and the teachers make this a learning 
activity and stop and review where larger numbers of students had trouble or got 
tripped up.

4. What if you also had a career exploration tool to help students start thinking 
about majors and careers as early as 8th grade, and CLICK  could help build a 
college-going culture early so counselors could talk to students about their 
selections and help them plan their course schedule based on their educational 
goals, or bring in professionals to talk to their classes about STEM careers or 
accounting based on the majority of student interest.

These are all features and benefits of the PreACT and we’ll dig a little deeper into all 
of these as we go along.
Click to next slide. 
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The PreACT and PreACT 
8/9

Practice Promotes 
Performance
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My ACT colleagues and I look forward to 
an opportunity to partner with you.

Any questions?

Thank you!
Kim Rasmussen

kim.ramussen@act.org
785-640-2007
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