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In , Harro Van Brummelen presents a 

comprehensive view of classroom teaching and learning for the Christian 

educator. A broad scope of topics—the role of the teacher, classroom structure, 

learning models, curriculum development, student assessment, and many 

others—are skillfully presented within the framework of a biblical view of the 

person and of knowledge. Every chapter contains numerous suggestions, 

examples, and activities for immediate application.

Whether you are a veteran teacher or you are just beginning a career in 

education, let Dr. Van Brummelen encourage and challenge you in your role as 

a Christian teacher. As you walk with God and with your students, God will use 

you to help shape them to be responsive disciples in the kingdom of God. 

Harro Van Brummelen, EdD is a Professor and former Dean of the School of 

Education at Trinity Western University in Langley, British Columbia. A companion 

volume to this book is , also 

published by Purposeful Design Publications.
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Students today are surrounded by competing and contradictory 
worldviews. They look to their teachers for guidance, but too often, 
teachers feel ill-equipped to present a compelling and integrated biblical 
worldview—leaving students with splintered perspectives that separate 
“secular” from “sacred.”

In Undivided: Developing a Worldview Approach to Biblical Integration, 
Dr. Martha E. MacCullough identifies the prominent worldviews in 
our culture and presents a model for biblical integration that fosters 
worldview thinking in teachers and students—and can be used even by 
teachers with no formal biblical training.  

Through strategic curriculum design and committed biblical study, 
teachers at any level, kindergarten through college, can develop 
wholehearted students who think and act out of a biblical worldview 
in life and learning.
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Will Your School Survive?

When you first took the reins of a Christian school, did you discover that your graduate 
degree in school administration had not quite prepared you for the financial challenges 
of school leadership? Have you often operated in financial crisis mode? If so, you’re 
not alone; the very existence of many Christian schools is in jeopardy today because of 
financial issues!

Drawing on his deep expertise and broad experience, Dr. Alan Pue has written this 
groundbreaking financial handbook for Christian school leaders. You will be challenged 
to examine your assumptions about Christian school finance, establish biblically sound 
financial principles, develop reliable streams of revenue—and much, much more!

Are you concerned about the sustainability of your school? Dr. Pue’s insights, warnings, 
and advice can help your school not only survive, but thrive!

Alan Pue, EdD, served for several years as a Christian school teacher, guidance 
counselor, coach, and headmaster at a school in Delaware. He also served as the senior 
vice president and the provost of the Master’s College in California for five years. Dr. 
Pue is currently the president of the Barnabas Group. He travels extensively throughout 
North America speaking at Christian school conferences and working with ministry 
leaders in the areas of strategic planning, governance, and marketing. He is the author 
of more than two dozen published articles and a regular columnist for the SEAL, a 
leadership newsletter published by ACSI.

“Thanks, I needed that!” Like the old slap-in-the-face aftershave commercial, Alan is 
calling us to take a hard look in our financial mirror, while giving us a timely (but loving) 
cuff across our administrative head. Through his veteran insight and experience, he has 
related a number of key principles, and confirmed one ... that the pain of not changing 
is growing greater than the pain of change. Bravo! 
 
Bill Stevens 
Head of School, Wilmington Christian School 
Hockessin, DE
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School governance matters. A school’s governance model 
determines the answer to three critical questions: How does the school identify and protect 
its foundational beliefs? How does the school develop and promote its vision and mission? 
How does the school identify the roles of those in authority, determine the process for 
decision making, and ensure accountability? � is book introduces, describes, and advocates 
for the mission-directed governance model. � is model has been e� ective in helping leaders 
of Christian schools more e� ectively address organization, purpose, and priority through an 
organizational structure that will challenge familiar traditions and culture; liberate and motivate 
leaders, faculty, and sta� ; and reduce internal con� icts and politics. Under the mission-directed 
governance model the school will be encouraged to de� ne its ideals and to more consciously 
focus and coordinate every aspect of the organization toward accomplishing its mission and 
vision while holding fast to its essential positions of faith and philosophy. 

————————>><<————————

One thing is clear to me: it’s about mission! During my 25 years of military service and during 
my tenure as superintendent and now CSI president, I have witnessed great success when the 
mission is clearly de� ned—and great disaster when the mission is either ambiguous or ever-
changing. Len’s mission-directed governance model allows school boards and administrators to 
work together to de� ne and accomplish their mission in a way that glori� es God.

Joel Westa, President and CEO, Christian Schools International

� is book is a great read for anyone involved in Christian school leadership. It provides a 
fresh insight into governance and how it relates to the relentless pursuit of a clear focus, 
innovation, vision, and unity.

Daniel Egeler, President, Association of Christian Schools International

� e best schools are governed by the best boards. Board leadership matters, and Len 
has uncovered a pathway for successful school boards to tread. Mission Directed brings 
together the why and the how—the philosophical underpinnings of why such a governance 
model works, immediately followed by how this model could work in your school. As the 
generational transfer of Christian school leadership takes place across North America, this 
resource is a “must-read-and-follow” for new board leaders.

Ryan Zonnefeld, Director, Teacher Preparation Program, Dordt College;
Timothy Van Soelen, Director, Center for the Advancement of Christian Education

Everything � ows from the mission of the school, and a clear mission is accomplished through 
commitment—not compliance. Len Stob’s mission-directed governance model focuses all the 
dimensions of the Christian school on accomplishing the school’s stated purpose or mission. 
� is does not happen without e� ort. An excellent “must read” for every school administrator 
and school board member who desires excellence in education.

Don Holwerda, Executive Director, EduSource Unlimited
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Walking with God in the 
Classroom, $23.05

Teaching Redemptively, 
$22.10

Undivided: Developing a 
Worldview Approach to 

Biblical Integration, $17.50

Implement a 
comprehensive Christian 

-educator approach to 
teaching and learning.

Rethinking 
Sustainability, $16.75

Rethinking Strategic 
Planning, $16.75 (book) 

$149.00 (video)

Mission Directed: Governing 
your Christian School with 

Purpose, $15.95

Establish biblically sound 
financial principles.

Improve your process 
plan for success.

Create a mission-directed 
governance model with 

this helpful resource.

This year’s selection:
P.R.A.I.S.E. – Effectively Guiding Student Behavior, by Beth Ackerman

Gain practical wisdom and important keys to successful classroom management. 

Join Our Summer Book Club Today!
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How do you define Strategic Planning?

Strategic planning. It’s not an administrative duty you do every few years. It’s not a 
document to be filed, or even framed. It’s not a list of guesses about an unknown 
future. It’s not a cut-and-paste version of what you’ve always done.

Strategic planning is an ongoing, intentional, focused process. It’s a way of seeing 
reality, a way of leading with mind and heart. It drives you toward continual 
improvement. It is a persistent pursuit of excellence. And as leaders of Christian 
schools, we should be satisfied with nothing less. In the words of the apostle Paul,
“…we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus … that you excel still more.”
(1 Thessalonians 4:1, NASB)

Alan Pue concentrates decades of teaching, leading, and consulting into this 
passionate plea to leaders of Christian schools—along with a proven plan for success.

 Alan Pue, EdD, served as a Christian school teacher, guidance counselor, coach, and 
headmaster and then for five years as the senior vice president and the provost of 
the Master’s College in California. He is currently the president of the Barnabas Group, 
thebarnabasgroup.com. He speaks at Christian school conferences and works with 
ministry leaders in strategic planning, governance, and marketing.

Lynn Swaner, EdD, is the Assistant Director for ACSI Northeast, where she works with 
accreditation and professional development efforts. Prior to ACSI, she served as a 
Christian school administrator, graduate professor of education, and scholar, with a 
focus on engaged pedagogy and creating cultures that foster student learning.

Alan Pue
Appendix by Lynn Swaner
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Incorporate biblical 
principles into all 

areas of education.

Foster worldview 
thinking in yourself 
and your students.
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Join us from July 1 to August 9
Sign up at https://your.acsi.org/Book_Club

T
here is a wealth of information available to teachers for dealing with 

behavior in the classroom. � ese techniques are often overwhelming 

to remember, let alone use. In PRAISE—Eff ectively Guiding Student 

Behavior, Beth Ackerman off ers an easy-to-remember acronym to help 

recall the vital aspects of successful behavior management for all youth.

� is informative book features Christian guidelines and simple techniques 

that can be employed in any classroom.

Beth Ackerman, EdD, has more than a decade of experience in working with 

youth with disabilities. After teaching students with behavioral disorders for 

three years, she served for six years as the principal at a private day school for 

students who have emotional and behavioral disabilities. During her career, 

she has served as a behavior specialist, a family support provider, a teacher, 

and an administrator. She earned a doctorate in educational leadership at the 

University of Virginia. Currently, she teaches special education courses at 

Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia.
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