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Lesson 5 
MONEY IS… 

LESSON SUMMARY

Ron Blue teaches that God can use money in three ways 
in a Christian’s life: as a tool, a test, and a testimony.

If our goal is to be a good steward of God’s resources 
and we understand that the money we have is not in 
fact our own but God’s, what are some ways which God 
may use money to shape us and the way we think, act, 
and communicate?

In contrast to the money messages that our culture gives, God actually uses money 
to help us as we grow up in Him, as a part of our faith journey. Using three passages 
of scripture (Philippians 4:11-13; Luke 16:11-13; Matthew 5:13-16), this lesson 
introduces the idea that God uses money as a tool, a test, and a testimony in our 
lives as we learn to be faithful to Him. 

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT OPTIONS 

 More or less? 5 -10 min  

Have the students debate if they would rather be tested by having more or by having less? 
Which do you think is easier/harder? Which scenario will likely lead you toward trusting 
God or questioning God? How and why?

Stewardship Contentment
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Tell your story 5 -10 min

Use a story from your own life about money to introduce this concept and to invite students 
into discussion about how mistakes or opportunities with money serve a greater purpose 
of heart-shaping for a Christian.

Simple ways money is a tool 10 -15 min

https://vimeo.com/40037661 This 7-minute video could be used to show the testimony 
that a small but consistent gift can accomplish when money becomes a tool. Another 
good video is “I Like Bike” found on the homepage at https://www. ilikegiving.com. 

A family and their money 10 -15 min

Show the Seibert family story in which they seek to “live simply, give generously, and 
work diligently”: (http://generousgiving.org/media/videos/jimmy-and-laura-seibert-
cultivating-a-generous-family) (9 min). Talk about their idea of getting dependent on God’s 
provision (rather than on money as the provider). Discuss, “How does this family experience 
God’s use of money in their lives as a tool, test, and testimony?”

Personal reflection 10 -15 min

After discussing the above concepts with students, have them write silently in response to 
the following questions: “Where have you seen money used as a tool, a test, and a testimony 
in your own life or in the life of someone close to you? How can you use your money to be a 
testimony to other people (both Christians and non-Christians)? Should Christians handle 
their money differently than non-Christians?”

https://www.ilikegiving.com
https://www.ilikegiving.com
http://generousgiving.org/media/videos/jimmy-and-laura-seibert-cultivating-a-generous-family
http://generousgiving.org/media/videos/jimmy-and-laura-seibert-cultivating-a-generous-family
https://vimeo.com/40037661
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 Adult interview 15 -20 min 

Interview a parent or adult about a time in their life they were able to use money as a tool to 
accomplish part of God’s plan and a time in their life that God used money as a tool in their 
own life to get their attention.

 Money is a tool, a test, 20 -25 min 
and a testimony

In contrast to the money messages that our culture gives, God actually uses money to help 
us as we grow up in Him. Using three passages of scripture (Philippians 4:11-13; Luke 
16:11-13; Matthew 5:13-16), this lesson introduces the idea that God uses money as a tool, 
a test, and a testimony in our lives. 

Review the definition of biblical stewardship: The use of God-given gifts and resources 
(time, talent, treasure, truth, influence, relationships) for the accomplishment of God-given 
goals and purposes.

Pivot the discussion toward ways that God uses money in our lives by asking about what 
money is “for,” from a cultural perspective.

Now explore what money is “for” from the perspective of Scripture:

We can be on the lookout for His use of money in our lives in these 
three ways:

1.  Money is a tool (Philippians 4:11-12—How was money a tool in Paul’s life to help 
teach him contentment?)

Philippians 4:11-12 “I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to 
be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know 
what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”

a. Reminder—Paul wrote his letter to the Philippians from prison

b.  How is money a tool: (1) money is a tool to accomplish God’s objectives, (2) 
money is God’s tool to teach me to rely on Him and put my security in Him and 
not in things, and (3) money can be used to buy things for myself or others.

                  Outline in 
 wkbk, pg 21-23  
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2.  Money is a test (Luke 16:11-13—What do you think the “true riches” might be here? 
How can money be a test in a believer’s life? What is the danger of putting your love 
in the wrong place?)

Luke 16:11-13 “So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, 
who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with 
someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own? No one can 
serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

a. We can be tested by having a lot and by having a little.

b.  Hebrews 13:5— “Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with 
what you have, for he has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’”

c. Do you think it is harder to trust God when you have more money or less money?

3.  Money is a testimony (Matthew 5:13-16—How could our money provide a flavor of 
“salt” or an offering of “light” in the world? How can a Christian’s use of money glorify 
God to the world?) 

Matthew 5:13-16 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, 
how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of the world. A town built 
on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your Father in heaven.”

a.  What are other tangible ways that Christians are “salt” and “light”? Does money 
facilitate or magnify any of these opportunities to show Jesus to the world? 


