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Purposeful Design Publications has compiled a list of current differentiated instructional 
strategies for use with all types of learners. These strategies are from a variety of 
different sources which are referenced below the list. References to these sources are 
not endorsements by Purposeful Design Publications. Rather, they are provided to 
equip teachers with additional resources appropriate to the concepts being taught and 
to promote student understanding and enjoyment. Adapt these strategies for use in any 
subject area to provide variety in daily lessons and to help students who need more 
support or stretch those who need to be challenged. 

1. Vary strategies for teaching vocabulary. 
a. Frayer model, Concept Attainment

             The Frayer Model is a four-square graphic organizer used for learning  
vocabulary words. Within the graphic organizer, students write a definition, 
draw an illustration, and provide examples and non-examples to support 
the word meaning of the targeted vocabulary word. The goal is to help 
students build a deeper understanding of each vocabulary word.

              Concept Attainment is a strategy for grouping information into categories 
based on common attributes. Students are presented with examples and 
non-examples of the word or concept. By identifying the similarities 
and differences between the examples, students are challenged to find 
a common set of characteristics that will lead them to form their own 
definition of the concept being taught. 

b. Concept Definition Mapping
   This strategy guides students to organize key information and to make 

connections between concepts. Students organize their information on a 
graphic organizer by answering questions about the information. Students 
practice identifying main ideas, categorizing key examples, and developing 
a definition of their own from the gathered information.

c. Word Web 
   A Word Web is a graphic organizer that can be used to help students build 

their understanding of vocabulary words by making connections. The 
graphic organizer has a circle in the middle that is connected to several 
circles surrounding it. The target word is written in the center of the word 
web and various categories are written as headings in the surrounding 
circles for students to complete with information related to the vocabulary 
word. Possible categories for the surrounding circles may include the 
following: part of speech, synonyms, antonyms, word parts, function, and 
descriptors.  



2. Provide scaffolds so all students are successful. 
a. task scaffolding (Break the task into smaller steps.)
b. sentence frames
c. hint cards 

3. Use exit tickets. Create tickets that have one or two questions related to a 
particular lesson or concept. Students must hand in the completed ticket or 
answer the question orally to leave the room. The tickets provide a quick 
assessment at the end of a lesson to evaluate whether students understood what 
was taught in the lesson. Students’ responses will show whether information 
needs to be retaught to the entire class or only to a few students who might be 
struggling with that specific content.  

4. Provide a variety of projects or assessments. Allow students to choose from 
given options to show what they know. These options should be geared to 
different learning styles (kinesthetic, auditory, visual, and read-and-write). For 
example, allow students to choose to build a model or act out a skit (kinesthetic 
learner); to create a poster presentation, illustration, or graphic organizer (visual 
learner); to give an oral presentation or record a podcast (auditory learner); or to 
write a report or a story (read-and-write learner). 

5. Create task cards. Review content using task cards that are placed at stations 
around the room. The cards contain one question or activity that students 
complete at each station. Students can rotate around the room in pairs or small 
groups to review information and receive immediate feedback. Answers to each 
question or activity can be provided in an envelope at the station for students to 
check once they complete the question or activity. 

6. Use the Think, Pair, Share strategy. Have students individually think (and 
possibly write) about what they know about a specific topic or question posed 
by the teacher. Then, pair students together to share with each other. After 
students have shared with a partner, have them share ideas in larger groups or 
with the whole class. 

7. Use multi-sensory activities. Create activities or lessons that will engage 
multiple senses. For a particular lesson, provide a video about the topic for 
students to watch, read a story or give instructions orally for students to listen to, 
write instructions or information on the board or on cards for students to read, 
provide manipulatives or something tactile for students to touch, and provide an 
activity for students to complete. 

8. Have students set goals. Help all students feel successful by having them 
set their own goals at various points throughout the year. Goals should reflect 
improvements students want to make in certain skills or subject areas or topics 
they want to study. Students can then evaluate at the end of a certain time period 
whether they met their goals and how they can continue to work toward them. 

9. Allow students to propose their own ideas for a project. This approach allows 
students to demonstrate what they know about a certain topic, while choosing a 
project that fits their learning style and engages their interests. Teachers should 
guide students in this process to make sure that their projects meet certain 
criteria and educational standards.  



10. Provide real-world examples. Look for opportunities to relate the content to a 
real-world example that students understand and can relate to. Teachers can give 
examples of real-life connections but should also guide students to come up with 
their own examples as it relates to the content. 

11. Use interest inventories, interviews, or surveys. These allow students to 
express how they best like to learn. Conduct the inventories, interviews, 
or surveys at the beginning of the year to gain insight on how to better 
individualize instruction for students.

Online Resources

Note: There is a switch taking place in which differentiated instruction is moving more toward 
a Universal Design for Learning, which is an approach that focuses on all learners through a 
scientific understanding of how people process information. This approach can be adjusted to 
meet individual needs of students, which also serves to differentiate the instruction. The first 
resource below has more information on the UDL approach.
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