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Reader Guide 2

between a caption and a label.) Read all captions and labels for students when they read each page. Assist students 
with reading the pages as needed.

• As students read, ask the following questions:
1.  page 1: What do all insects have? (three body parts, wings, and six legs) Direct students to find the word million. 

Is a million a very small number or a very large number? (very large) 
2.  page 2: How do bees make honey? (They eat nectar from flowers.) 
3.  page 3: What do you think crops are? (Plants that farmers grow for food.) Why are ladybugs friends to farmers? 

(They eat bugs that are bad for crops.) What is the same and what is different about a bee and a ladybug? (They 
are both insects. The bee is yellow with black stripes. It makes honey. The ladybug is red with black spots. It eats 
bad insects.)

4.  pages 4–5: Have students compare flies to ants. How many flies can you find on page 4? (one) How many ants are 
on page 5? (seven including the ant in the background) What are the ants doing? (They are working together 
to get food.) How are the ants different from the fly? (Possible answer: The ants work together. The fly does not 
work with other flies.) Why do you think ants dig tunnels? (Possible answers: That is where they take their food; 
they live in tunnels.)

5.  page 8: What insect lives in a family with many others? (termite)
6.  pages 10–11: How many legs does this caterpillar have? (16) Why is it still called an insect? (It turns into a 

butterfly that has six legs.) 
7.  page 14: What is your answer to the question on the page? (Answers will vary but should include to help it look 

like a leaf to camouflage it from prey or predators.)

Extend the Story
• Read the passage about honey in the Bible from Proverbs 24:13–14a. Ask students whether it seems like the honey 

bee was made by accident or whether God created it on purpose. (God created it on purpose.) What does this verse 
compare honey to? (wisdom) Can you taste wisdom? (No.) Why do you think the proverb says wisdom is like honey? 
(Possible answer: because it is good just like honey is good)

• Guide students in a discussion about their experiences with insects. After a caterpillar turns into a butterfly, does a 
butterfly turn into anything else? (No.) What do you think about God making a caterpillar and having it turn into 
a beautiful butterfly? (Answers will vary.) Have you ever scared a stinkbug? (Answers will vary.) What happened? 
(Answers will vary but should include that there was a stinky smell.) Have you ever chased fireflies? (Answers will 
vary.) What was it like? (Answers will vary.) 

• Ask students whether they have ever used a hand lens to look for small things such as insects outside. (Answers will 
vary.) How did it help? (Possible answer: Tiny insects were easier to see.) What did you see? (Answers will vary.) 
Distribute a HAND LENS to each student. Lead students outside. Direct students to observe any insects they see and to 
record or draw what they find.

• Make a T-chart labeled helpful insects and pests. Discuss what the story says about the insects and what students already 
know about them. Have students place insects from the book in the column where they best fit. (Possible answers: 
helpful insects: bees, ladybugs, snakeflies, praying mantises; pests: flies, cockroaches, termites, grasshoppers, 
mosquitoes)

Story 2: The Creation Story
Preparation: Print page 11 of this reader guide. Cut apart and shuffle the cards. If desired, print them on card stock and 
laminate for future reuse.
Genre: poetry
Vocabulary Words: above, create, forest
Other Words to Teach: apart, began, waters
High-Frequency Word: more
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adeline’s Rescue

Chapter 1 Literature Guide
Preparation
• For Lesson 3, select DM 1.4A Poem: On My Way to School for display.
• For Lesson 4, select DM 1.4A Poem: On My Way to School for display. Obtain a BEACH BALL or a foam ball.
• For Lesson 5, print BLM 1.5C Dog Template for each student. Gather a variety of CRAFT ITEMS that students can 

glue to paper, such as felt and fabric pieces, cotton balls, yarn, plastic craft eyes, and pieces of brown construction 
paper.

Background Information
• Summary: Madeline lives in a boarding school for girls. Every day the girls go for a walk. One day Madeline 

falls into the river. Madeline is saved by a dog that they name Genevieve. Genevieve goes home with Madeline 
and the girls and becomes part of the school family. After being forced out of the school, Genevieve eventually 
returns back to the girls’ school and has a surprise for the girls.

• Author/Illustrator: Ludwig Bemelmans
• Oral Vocabulary: courage, rescue
• Story Vocabulary: frighten
• Theme: courage

Lesson 1
Reading and Listening Comprehension
• Introduction: Have students think about a time they needed help and someone helped them. Ask how that 

person helped. (Answers will vary.) State that today’s book tells of a girl named Madeline who gets into trouble 
and frightens her teacher, Miss Clavel. Explain that the word frighten means to scare. A dog helps rescue 
Madeline and then becomes part of the family! 

• Picture Walk-Through:
1.  Point out the title page, read the title, and name the author. Remind students that the title is the name of the 

story, and the author is the person who wrote the story. For this book, the author is also the illustrator. Review 
that an illustrator is the person who created the pictures, or illustrations, in a book.

2.  Flip through the book and encourage students to make predictions about what happens to the young girl and 
what happens to the dog. Have students predict what will happen at the end of the book.

• Modeling Fluency: Read the book aloud without stopping. Model reading fluency as you read.
• Listening Comprehension: Read through the book again, or review portions of the book, and ask the following 

questions:
1.  page 9: What happens to Madeline when the girls are walking? (She slips and falls into the river.)
2.  pages 12–13: Who rescues Madeline? (dog)
3.  page 19: What happens after Miss Clavel turns out the light? (The girls fight about who the dog should 

sleep with.)
4.  page 21: What do the girls name the dog? (Genevieve)
5.  pages 28–29: What happens when the trustees come? (They say Miss Clavel has to get rid of the dog.)
6.  page 34: What do the girls do after the trustees leave? (They go looking for Genevieve.)
7.  pages 41–42: Do they find Genevieve? (No.)
8.  pages 43–44: What happens after all the girls go to bed? (Miss Clavel hears a noise and opens the door to 

find Genevieve.)
9.  page 55: What does Miss Clavel find when she goes to break up the fight concerning who Genevieve would 

sleep with that night? (Genevieve has puppies.)

Lesson 2
Plot and Characters
• Guided Retelling: Guide students to recount the important parts of the book by modeling a flowchart on the 

board. As a class, determine the important parts of the book. Possible answer:

Genevieve rescues 
Madeline.

The girls fight over 
Genevieve.

Genevieve has
to leave.

Genevieve comes 
back. She has 

puppies.
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• As students read, ask the following questions:
1.  1.  1. page 1: What do all insects have? (three body parts, wings, and six legs) Direct students to find the word million. 

with reading the pages as needed.

1
GRADE

1111 Reading
See below of an example of a formative assessment in reading comprehension.

                  

Leveled Reader 2 
Formative 
Comprehension 
Assessments

Literature
See below of an example of a formative assessment in listening comprehesion.

                    

“Formative listening 
comprehension
questions assess 
students’ listening 
and recall skills.”

                       

Beginning of Year Assessment Samples
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Name
Chapters 7–9 Review

1. Look at each picture. Circle the correct word.

kite kit ran rain hop hope cube cub

2. Write the missing letters. Draw a line to match the words that 
rhyme. 

b k
l c

h
m

h k

r c
3. Make a check mark after the proper nouns.

Jane 

boat 

kite 

June 

Sunday 

China 

4. Circle the adjective in each sentence.

The orange cat sat. 

Did you see the big hog

I can read ten books!

BLM 9.5F

TOC

ANSWER

KEY
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adeline’s Rescue

Chapter 1 Literature Guide
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7.  pages 41–42: Do they find Genevieve? (No.)
8.  pages 43–44: What happens after all the girls go to bed? (Miss Clavel hears a noise and opens the door to 
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Lesson 2
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• Guided Retelling: Guide students to recount the important parts of the book by modeling a flowchart on the 

board. As a class, determine the important parts of the book. Possible answer:

Genevieve rescues 
Madeline.

The girls fight over 
Genevieve.

Genevieve has
to leave.

Genevieve comes 
back. She has 

puppies.
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“Graphic organizers 
serve as formative 
assessments to assess 
students’ understanding 
of main ideas and story 
details.”

Phonics
See below of an example of summative assessments in phonics.
End of Unit Summative Assessments

                      

Assessment of long 
and short vowels and 
rhyming words.
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Spelling Test
Listen and write the words.

1.

2.

3.

cap
kit
kite
rain
hop
cape
hope
ran
words
the

Order may vary.

TOC
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Chapter 6
Decodable Words

1.  boxes When we moved, boxes were everywhere. boxes
2.  hen The hen laid eggs in the cage. hen
3.  fans We turned the fans on when it was hot. fans
4.  top We climbed to the top of the mountain. top
5.  hip I put my hand on my hip and stood still. hip
6.  fit Do the new shoes fit? fit
7.  ham We eat ham every Easter. ham
8.  sun The sun is very bright. sun

High-Frequency Words
9.  red The roses are red. red

10.  blue The sky is blue. blue

Chapter 7
Decodable Words

1.  lace Lace your shoes before you tie them. lace
2.  cake My birthday cake was delicious. cake
3.  rode We rode on a horse at the party. rode
4.  soap We washed our hands with soap. soap
5.  bike My bike does not have training wheels anymore. bike
6.  dive My brother can dive at the pool. dive
7.  week We will visit our grandparents for a week next summer. week
8.  race We like to race on the track. race

High-Frequency Words
9.  one We have one nose. one

10.  two We have two eyes. two

Chapter 8
Decodable Words

1.  kit We have a first aid kit in the car. kit
2.  kite We flew a kite at the park. kite
3.  hop The bunny can hop in the yard. hop
4.  hope I hope you can come to the party. hope
5.  cap The cap was on the bottle. cap
6.  cape We looked for a cape in the dress-up closet. cape
7.  ran The dog ran across the field. ran
8.  rain The rain made the grass grow. rain

High-Frequency Words
9.  the We like the new toys. the

10.  words We can spell words. words

Ch
ap

te
rs

 6–
8
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Name
High-Frequency Word Review

BLM 3.5D

Circle the word that completes each sentence.

1. I can  the sun.

have see is

2. Do you  ham

said like am

3. I  glad.

said like am

4. Go with  to the vet.

you me we

5.  have a dog.

She Me We

Choose a word from the Answer Bank to complete the 
sentences.

Answer Bank
have and you like can

6. Mom I gotwet.
7. Do like to swim?
8. I a red bike.
9. Did you the dip?

10. We seethebug.

TOC

ANSWER

KEY
High-Frequency Words
See below of an example of a formative assessment of high-frequency words.

Spelling
See below of an example of a summative assessment in spelling.
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Name
Past Travel Writing

1. I traveled to  .

2. I went during the  .

3. I traveled by  .

4. The thing I most enjoyed was  .

5. 

6. Draw a picture.

BLM 12.4C

TOC
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Name
Chapters 7–9 Review

1. Look at each picture. Circle the correct word.

kite kit ran rain hop hope cube cub

2. Write the missing letters. Draw a line to match the words that 
rhyme. 

b k
l c

h
m

h k

r c
3. Make a check mark after the proper nouns.

Jane 

boat 

kite 

June 

Sunday 

China 

4. Circle the adjective in each sentence.

The orange cat sat. 

Did you see the big hog

I can read ten books!

BLM 9.5F

TOC

ANSWER

KEY

26

Practice

3. Draw a line from the runner to the pictures that start with the same 

sound as run.

4. Trace the sentence. Write the end punctuation that shows strong 
emotion.

Cam is mad
5. Listen to the story. Fill in the circle that matches the story.

29Language Arts Grade 1©

RECOVERY

• Retrieve the PUNCTUATION CARDS from 
Lesson 2.4. Modify the periods on the 
cards to make exclamation points. 
Read the following sentences and have 
students hold up the correct side of the 
card:

1.  Did you see the dog?
2.  Watch out for the ball!
3.  How old are you?
4.  How beautiful the trees are!
5.  What is your favorite color?
6.  What a nice smile you have!

ENRICHMENT

• Gather AGE-APPROPRIATE COMIC BOOKS 
or comic strips. Have students find words 
and sentences with exclamation points. 
Guide them to read the words using 
strong emotion.

Language and Writing 
Grammar
1Select students to dictate sentences to you that show strong emotion. Write each sentence on 

the board, but do not write the punctuation. Ask students what punctuation mark goes at the 
end of each sentence. (exclamation point) Why do the sentences end with an exclamation 
point? (because they say something with strong emotion) Review parts of a sentence by having 
students identify the subject and action of each sentence on the board.

2Direct students’ attention to the second student page. Have students complete Exercises 3 
and 4 independently. For Exercise 5, explain that students will listen to a story and then fill in the 
circle under the picture that matches what they heard. Read the following story aloud twice: John 
likes to play baseball. He plays baseball with his dad. John wears a baseball mitt to catch the ball. Direct 
students to look at the pictures on the student page and to fill in the circle of the picture that 
matches the story. 

Writing Workshop
1Convey that in this lesson students will practice writing a journal entry about things they like 

and can do well. Ask students how someone’s voice would sound when describing something fun. 
(excited) What punctuation ends a sentence that shows excitement and other strong emotions? 
(exclamation point)

2Distribute BLM 3.3C Fun Times and read the directions while students follow along. Read 
the first sentence aloud. Then, read Exercise 1 and select several volunteers to supply words to 
complete it. Write students’ suggestions on the board. Have students choose a word from the 
board or select one of their own words to complete the sentence I can . Guide them to place 
appropriate punctuation at the end of the sentence. Remind them that if they want to show 
strong emotion, they should use an exclamation point. Repeat the activity for Exercises 2–3. Point 
out that Exercise 3 needs at least two words to complete it. If time allows, have students draw a 
picture for one of the sentences.

Grammar
See below of an example of a summative assessment in grammar.
End of Unit Summative Assessments

                 

Assessment of proper 
nouns and adjectives.

Writing
See below of an example of a formative assessment of writing.

Speaking and Listening
See below of an example of a formative assessment of listening skills.
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LETTER NAMES AND SOUNDS
Total Score for LETTER NAMES AND SOUNDS:  / 83

Letter Names – Uppercase  / 26

Teacher Directions: Direct the student to point to each letter and to say the letter name. On this 
scoring sheet, cross out any incorrectly named letters.

K M D G E H Y

F O A Q S V Z

I R P L C J N

T B X U W

Letter Names – Lowercase  / 26

Teacher Directions: Direct the student to point to each letter and to say the letter name. On this 
scoring sheet, cross out any incorrectly named letters.

k m d g e h y

f o a q s v z

i r p l c j n

t b x u w

NAME Teacher Scoring Sheet
Grade 1 Diagnostic Test

Diagnostic Test
See below of an example of pages from the Grade 1 diagnostic test. It is used at 
the beginning of the year to establish a baseline.
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o! • Character Discussion: Lead students in a discussion about the characters in the book by asking the following 

questions:
1.  There are two characters in this story. Who are they? (little boy in the hat and narrator)
2.  Who is the narrator speaking to? (Possible answers: to the little boy, to us, to anyone, to the reader)
3.  What kinds of roads should you not go down? (Answers will vary.)
4.  Will every path you take be easy? Why? (Answers will vary.)
5.  What are some problems you may face in life? (Answers will vary.)
6.  Why does the narrator say you should not stay with the people who do nothing but sit and wait? (Answers 

will vary.)

Lesson 3
Theme Development
• Theme Discussion: Explain that some people must travel far away from their childhood homes in order to find 

jobs, get an education, and do what God wants them to do with their lives. Ask students to share the place they 
have visited that is farthest away from their home. (Answers will vary.) When possible, find the place on the 
WORLD MAP.

• Theme Activity: Divide students into groups of three or four and allow each group to choose a prepared slip of 
paper that has a faraway location written on it. Set the TIMER for 5 minutes and have students work together to 
find that place on the map. Offer assistance as needed. When the timer goes off, have each group point out their 
location on the map. Spend a minute or two telling students some basic facts about each of the locations, such as 
common foods, weather, and customs. 

Lesson 4
Literature Discussion Circle
• Literature Discussion Circle Questions: Remind students to use appropriate behavior during the literature 

discussion. Use the following questions to help guide the discussion. These questions help students make 
inferences about the book, make connections, and think about literature on a deeper level. There are no right 
answers. You do not need to ask all the questions, as students may have questions of their own.
1.  The narrator says that you have brains in your head and feet in your shoes. What can you do because of those 

two things?  
2.  What should you do if all your friends go off and leave you?
3.  What should you do if a big problem stands in your way?
4.  What should you do if you feel alone?
5.  How can God help you if you have a big problem or you feel alone?
6.  What does the narrator mean when he says you will move mountains?
7.  What kinds of mountains do you think you might move in your life?
8.  Why do you think the author wrote this book? Share that Dr. Seuss wrote this as a speech during a ceremony 

for students who had just graduated from school.

Lesson 5
Wrap-Up Activity
• Activity: Distribute scissors and BLM 11.5C Passport to students and have them cut out the passports. Explain 

that when you leave your home country to travel to another country, you need a passport to prove who you 
are. Direct students to draw a picture of themselves in the frame of the passport photo and then to fill in their 
names and birthdates. Show students how to fold the page into quarters. As you discuss different locations, guide 
students to choose one location and to write the first letter of that location on the back cover of the passport. 
Or, provide letter stamps or stickers for students to use. Direct them to draw some pictures that represent the 
location under the letter. If they need more room, have them unfold the page and use the back. 

• Discussion: Choose one of the following methods to facilitate discussion:
1.  Ask a local travel agent to visit your classroom with travel posters and brochures of three or four faraway 

locations. Have the agent tell interesting things about each location and allow the students to ask questions. 
2.  Obtain TRAVEL POSTERS and BROCHURES from a local travel agent and display them around your room. Spend time 

talking about each location and some of the fun things students might do and see in each place. 
3.  Display images of three or four remote locations and discuss basic facts about each place. 
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Name

Have students read each word from BLM 20.3D Phonics Skills Check. As they 
read, circle the individual phonics sounds in each word that students miss. If a student 
self-corrects within three seconds, do not count it as a miss. Use this skills check to 
determine whether students need additional practice.

bleak street while plane

space squeeze drive pride

trike shade shave dish

shrill trash fruit that

cheap throne branch whine

Student passed this phonics skills check by getting 18 or more words correct and 
can move on to the next skills check.

Student needs extra practice with the following sounds:

BLM 20.3E

Phonics Skills Scoresheet

TOC

Lesson 4
Literature Discussion Circle

1
GRADE

1111 Literature
See below of an example of a formative assessment in listening comprehension.

Literature
See below of an example of a summative assessment in Phonics.

Middle of Year Assessment Samples
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Reading 
Phonics
1Arrange the class in groups. Display the r-controlled vowel picture cards from BLM 17.1B AR 

Picture Cards, BLM 17.3B OR Picture Cards, and BLM 18.1C ER, IR, UR Picture Cards. 
Have a student at each group pick a card. Direct students to show the class the card and have 
students respond with the picture name and the r-controlled vowel sound. Repeat as time allows.

2Distribute the CATERPILLARS and 5 GAME MARKERS to each student. Show PICTURES AND OBJECTS THAT REPRESENT 
WORDS WITH R-CONTROLLED VOWELS to students, one at a time. Model saying the word with elastic 
sounds and show the class how to move a marker for each sound they hear into one of the circles. 
Have them share in their groups how many sounds they heard, which should correspond to the 
number of circles they placed their markers in. If there are five sounds, have students place a 
marker on the caterpillar’s head. 

3Direct students in Elastic Snap Sounds. Say some r-controlled vowel words, including a 
few two-syllable words, with elastic sounds for students to snap quickly back to you. Then, 
say a few with a snap and have students reply with elastic sounds. Hand motions should be 
automatic—watch for students to use them easily. Use words from the following list: clerk, curtain, 
third, turkey, squirt, herbs, and circus. 

4Direct students in Woo-hoo! Bzzzt! Rhymes. Read the list of rhyming and non-rhyming word 
pairs. Have students respond with, “Woo-hoo!” when the words rhyme and with, “Bzzzt!” when 
they do not. 
• nurse, purse (Woo-hoo!)
• birth, dirt (Bzzzt!)
• thirst, Thursday (Bzzzt!)

• perch, search (Woo-hoo!)
• serve, swerve (Woo-hoo!)
• her, hurt (Bzzzt!)

5Lead students in Sounds Like Spelling with the spelling words. Model hearing the word, saying 
it with elastic sounds, and writing it on the board. Say an r-controlled vowel word and have 
students write each sound on their whiteboards. If students miss a sound, model it on the board. 
Repeat for the remaining words. For a challenge, have students spell the following words that are 
spelled with ir: stir, dirt, swirl, and first. 

6Direct students’ attention to the first student page and guide students to complete it.

High-Frequency Words
1Direct students’ attention to the Word Wall. Have them read the words happy and good. Pair 

students. Have one student in the pair use happy in a sentence and the other student use good.

2Distribute whiteboards, dry-erase markers, and erasers. Write the words happy and good on the 
board and have students copy them onto their whiteboards. Read the words as a class. Cover the 
words on the board. Have students erase two letters from each word. Direct them to trade boards 
with a partner and to fill in the missing two letters. Then, have students trade back. Reveal the 
words on the board and have students check their partner’s spelling. Direct them to make a check 
mark next to words spelled correctly or to hand back the board for any corrections. When all 
students have corrected their mistakes, have partners tell each other, “Good job! I’m so happy you 
know your high-frequency words.” Repeat the process with different partners as time allows. 

Reading Groups
• Read a selection from DR 12 Seasons and Weather. Before reading, review the phonics sound 

/ûr/ spelled with er, ir, and ur. Discuss any vocabulary and high-frequency words listed in the 
decodable reader. Use the Reader Strategies to guide students through the text. 

SPELLING
• Distribute 8 index cards to each student. 

Direct students to write the decodable 
words on their cards and to trace the 
vowel and the letter r in red. Guide 
students to decorate some of their cards 
by adding details to remember the 
words’ spelling. For example, write the 
word girl on the board and show that the 
curl on the g could be a girl’s hair and 
the circle her face. The i could be dotted 
with a heart or a bow. For the word hurt, 
students could make the t into two band 
aids. For fern, they could draw a fern 
coming out of the r. Direct students to 
look at a card, read and spell it, cover it 
and spell it, and then reveal it and check.

• Review this chapter’s spelling words 
by assigning one or both of the review 
pages from the student spelling book.

 PREPARATION
• Gather the r-controlled vowel picture 

cards from BLM 17.1B AR Picture 
Cards, BLM 17.3B OR Picture Cards, 
and BLM 18.1C ER, IR, UR Picture 
Cards. (Reading)

• Gather the CATERPILLARS from Chapter 6
and 5 GAME MARKERS or coins for each 
student. Collect PICTURES AND OBJECTS 
THAT REPRESENT WORDS WITH 
R-CONTROLLED VOWELS, such as curlers, 
dirt, a skirt, a nurse, a server, a first-place 
ribbon, the numbers thirteen and thirty, 
a turtle, a purse, and a birthday card. 
(Reading)

• Print 2 copies of BLMs 18.4A–D Game 
Cards: Synonyms. Cut 1 set of cards 
apart and use the other for reference. 
(Language and Writing)

• Retrieve completed BLM 17.5A 
Favorite Season for each student. 
(Language and Writing)

Chapter 18Lesson 18.4

©  Language Arts Grade 1

Rubric: Personal Description
4

(excellent)
3

(well done)
2

(good)
1

(needs work)

Sentences begin with
a capital letter.

Words are spaced 
appropriately.

Hair color is identified.

Activity is identified.

Sentences end with a 
period.

Teacher Comments:

BLM 19.5E

TOC

High-Frequency Words
See below of an example of a formative assessment of high-frequency words from chapter 18 in the 
Teacher Edition. Students assess their partner’s work as they read and write high-frequency words.

Writing
See below for an example of a rubic used as a summative assessment evaluation 
for a writing assignment.
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Practice

3. Change the beginning blend to make a new word.

4. Sort the verbs. Write them in the correct rectangle.

5. Listen to the story. Fill in the circle to answer the questions.

Where did Cal’s family go on vacation

Which activity did he do

skate

snack

ate
ack

ran go is was run went

      p
a

st
      no

w

desert beach

went fishing

mountains

drank hot chocolateplayed in the waves

121Language Arts Grade 1©

 EXTENSION
• Print BLM 11.3C Phonics Skills Check. 

Print BLM 11.3D Phonics Skills 
Scoresheet for each student. Use the 
results to give students extra practice as 
needed with any sounds they miss.

• Provide RECIPE DIRECTIONS. Have 
students read and circle the high-
frequency words. Obtain SUGAR COOKIE 
DOUGH, a ROLLING PIN, LETTER COOKIE 
CUTTERS, PARCHMENT PAPER, COOKIE 
SHEETS, and SPRINKLES. Roll the dough 
and have students cut out the letters 
for the words has, been, and does. Place 
the letters on parchment paper laid on 
cookie sheets. Have students decorate 
the words with sprinkles. Refrigerate the 
cookies and bake them at home. Bring 
the cookies in as a special treat. Check 
school records for students’ allergies and 
health conditions.

ENRICHMENT
• Print and distribute BLM 11.3E 

Ethiopia and crayons. Go over facts 
about the country of Ethiopia. Have 
students color the map. 

Language and Writing 
Grammar
1Explain that not all past-tense verbs end in -ed. Some are different words. Write the following 

words on the board: go, run, see, and is. Attempt to use the words in a sentence, applying the -ed
rule to each one. For example, I goed to the store. Ask students whether goed is a word. (No.) What 
is the correct word to use to say that this action already happened? (went: I went to the store.) 
Write the word went next to go. Repeat the process for the words run (ran), see (saw), and is
(was). Group students into pairs. Have the first student in the pair select a present-tense verb to 
use in a sentence. Direct the second student to reword the sentence so it is in the past, using the 
past-tense verb. Select students to share their sentence pairs. 

2Direct students’ attention to the second student page and read the directions. For Exercise 5, read 
the following story twice. Then, read each question and the answer choices. Allow students time 
to fill in the circle next to the correct answer. 

Over the summer, Cal’s family went on vacation to the beach. They had so much fun! They 
built sandcastles, played in the waves, and napped in the sun. Cal ate shrimp for the first time, 
and he thought it was great! 

Writing Workshop
1 Inform students that during this lesson they will begin composing their own snapshot poems. 

Have students recall a trip that was particularly memorable. Remind them that trips may be short 
or long and may be to nearby or faraway places. Divide the class into pairs and have students tell 
their partners about their trips. Then, distribute crayons or colored pencils and writing notebooks 
and direct students to draw a picture of their favorite or most memorable part of their trips. 

2Distribute BLM 11.3B Snapshot Poem Planner. Direct students to answer the questions on the 
lines provided. Have students refer to their drawings to help them complete Exercises 5–9. Guide 
students to use the Word Wall to edit uncertain spellings. Collect and retain BLM 11.3B for use 
in the next lesson.

Speaking and Listening
See below of an example of a formative assessment in listening skills.



®

A Division of ACSI

Cultivating transformation through educational resources 

236

Practice

3. Draw a line between the root word and the ending. Read the 
words.

dearest

taller

quickest

fishing

skillful

darkest

wanted

brushing

rested

4. Read the story. Mark the correct answer for the questions.

Fluffy is hopeful that

he can hop over the gate.

the gate is open.

Fluffy is fearful that

the other bunnies left.

the playful puppies are out.

5. Circle the correct bold word.

The dog is  faster    fastest  than the cat.

Dad’s belt is the  longer    longest  in my family.

The clear jar is the  larger    largest  of the five jars.

The ship is  bigger    biggest  than the boat.

My book is the  thinner    thinnest  on the shelf.

Fluffy and the Garden Gate

   Fluffy says goodbye to the other bunnies and hops to 

the garden gate. He’s hopeful that it’s open. He can’t 

hop over it. He can’t fit under it. Oh no! The playful 

puppies are out! Fluffy is fearful and hops away fast!

©  Language Arts Grade 1

Name

Answer Bank
off today know

once ready thank

dance large after

only

1.

2.

3. 4.

7.

5.

8.

6.

9.

Across

2. Opposite of small 

3. , set, go

7. Always say you.

8. One time 

9. One thing 

Down

1. Ballet is a type of 

4. Opposite of before 

5. I  the answer 

6. Now 

9. Opposite of on 

BLM 30.5B

High-Frequency Word Review

TOC

ANSWER

KEY

4. Read the story. Mark the correct answer for the questions.

1
GRADE

1111 Reading
See below of an example of a formative assessment in reading comprehension.

High Frequency Words
See below of an example of a summative assessment of high-frquency words from chapters 28–30.

End of Year Assessment Samples
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Poke, poke! Elena opened her eyes to see her little sister Valentina poking her in the arm. 
Poke, poke. “Are you awake, Elena?” Having a little sister can be so annoying sometimes, 
Elena thought. I can never sleep in, even on a Saturday. Elena rolled out of bed and 
caught a whiff of breakfast. Waffles! 

But when she arrived in the kitchen, she saw her brothers stuff the last of the waffles into 
their mouths. “You ate all the waffles?!” she gasped.

“I will make more,” called Elena’s father from the stove. But Elena did not want to wait. 
She sighed. Having big brothers is the worst!

After breakfast, Elena wanted to play outside, but it was raining. She sadly wandered 
into the living room and gasped. Her brothers had built a huge fort! Valentina was hiding 
inside with her stuffed animals. Valentina called out, “Come play with me.”

Elena dove into the fort. This was the best! Elena and Valentina played for hours with 
their big brothers. Maybe having a big family is not the worst, Elena thought, Maybe it is 
actually kind of great!

Ask students the following questions:

1.  What did Elena’s family have for breakfast?

2.  What did Elena’s brothers build in the living room?

3.  How did Elena feel about her family at the end of the story?

BLM 33.5E

Listening Comprehension

TOC
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PHONEME SEGMENTATION
Total Score for PHONEME SEGMENTATION:  / 65   

Teacher Directions: One at a time, say each word. After you say the word, have the student say, in order, all 
the sounds in the word. Record the number of sounds the student correctly says for each word. 

sat /s / / ă / / t /  / 3 chip /ch / / ı̆ / /p /   / 3

sun / s / / ŭ / / n /  / 3 bell / b / / ĕ / / l /   / 3

me / m / / ē /  / 2 lake / l / / ā / / k /   / 3

shop / sh / /  / / p /  / 3 clay / k / / l / / ā /   /3

clue / k / / l / /  /  / 3 munch /m / / ŭ / /n / /ch /   / 4

brown / b / / r / / ou / / n /  / 4 trick /t / /r / / ı̆ / / k /   / 4

plop /p / / l / /  / /p /  / 4 fly / f / / l / / ī /   / 3

flight / f / / l / / ī / /t /  / 4 coin / k / /oi / /n /   / 3

far / f / /ar/  / 2 ball / b / /  / / l /   / 3

hound / h / /ou / /n / /d /  / 4 paint /p / / ā / /n / /t /   / 4

NAME Teacher Scoring Sheet
Grade 1 Diagnostic Test
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ORAL READING FLUENCY: End of Year

Wind

I am thankful for the wind that I feel on my face. 12
It feels nice on a hot summer day. 20
When it is muggy outside, I like to stay in the shade. 32
I sit under the trees and feel the cool breeze. 42
The wind helps to cool me down. 49
I try to look for the wind, but I cannot see it. 61
I can only see the things the wind blows. 70
When I see the plants sway, I know the wind is blowing. 82
I know the wind gusts make the trees bend and dance. 93
A breeze sweeps pass my face, and I know it is the wind. 106
I try to grab the wind with my hands, but it does not stay. 120
The wind flutters and flies away. 126
I think about how God tells the wind to blow east, then west. 139
He lets it blow as a soft breeze on my face or as a mighty storm at sea. 157
I try to chase the wind, but it is too fast for me. 170
So, I rest under the tree in the cool of the shade. 182
And I feel blessed that God sent the wind on a hot day like today. 197

ORAL READING FLUENCY SCORE ___________   –   _______________ = ____________________
(Total Words Read)    –   (Missed/Incorrect Words)  =  Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) Score

NAME Teacher Scoring Sheet
Grade 1 Diagnostic Test

Speaking and Listening
See below for an example of a formative assessment in listening skills.

Speaking and Listening
See below for an example of an assessment in phoneme segmentation and oral reading 
� uency taken from the Grade 1 diagnostic test.


